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Introduction

The development of linguistics as a science is not only a chronological
sequence of language theory, but also a complex and contradictory history
of the development of linguistic cognition and, consequently, linguistic

methodology.

The state of any science at every stage of its history is driven by:



1. The tasks set by the society;
2. The peculiarities of the history of its own development;

3. The state of its adjacent and non-adjacent sciences.

Modern linguistics is developing in two different and at the same time
interconnected directions, in particular: the directions of internal
differentiation and integration with other sciences. Both processes can take
place simultaneously. The essential markers of modern science, including

linguistics, are polyparadigmism and integrativeness.

Frequently the difficulty of explication of methodological guidelines, which
requires new scientific reflection and deep theoretical knowledge, is
revealed in the falsification of the integrative research. The thing is that the
research in which one of the disciplines is thought to be dominant and the
other one to be non-dominant is often considered to be integrative. The

mentioned fact determines the actuality of the research.

The goal of the research is the integrative analysis of the concept to create a
holistic content-based field. The connection between the concepts of
"holism" and "goal" is obvious. Achieving a goal implies completing an
action, closing the circle, attaining perfection and completeness. The goal is

achieved when the integral construct is built.

The fact that the models and approaches of each scientific space should be
maintained in a truly integrative research, makes the problem even more

complicated.

A unified direction of the scientific research and a joint interpretation of the
data are possible only if the research is based on the "shared" theoretical
assumptions and methodological guidelines of different scientific spaces.
Here we deal with the specifics of the principles of methodological

individualism and methodological holism.



The tasks and research stages that serve to achieve the set goal are:
Pre-integrative stage:

1. the task of this stage is to encompass the analysis of the goal necessary
to identify the conditions of integration and determine the presence or

absence of the structured, functionally related components;
Integrative stage: the tasks of this stage are:

1. Abstraction of the structurally ordered but functionally related
different components;

2. Combining the components through conglomeration or synthesis.

Post-integrative stage: the tasks of the stage imply:

1. Systematization of the integrated components;

2. Generating an integral knowledge system.

The hypothesis of the work is as follows: the integrative research of the
concept is feasible through the integration of methodological individualism

and the principles of methodological holism.

The basis of the integrative methodology is the principle of holism,
according to which a phenomenon is considered to be a complex, open,

multilevel, multidimensional and dynamic unit being in homeostasis.

The principle of holism in the context of integrative methodology implies a
systematic analysis of the research phenomenon. This principle is not only
the basis for accessing the phenomenon, but also the strategy for
constructing and analyzing the phenomenon. It is this strategy that gives the

opportunity to reveal the essence, in-depth connections and qualities.



Integrative methodology is focused on identifying the relationships between
different scientific spaces. The research is based on a synthesis of methods
and principles developed within the premises of immanent and non-

immanent approaches.

The scientific novelty of the paper is revealed in the practical
implementation of the following idea: according to the integrative approach,
the whole (the concept) is not a combination of discrete aspects, but an
inseparable network of relationships between aspects. The parts of the whole

(components, units) acquire meaning only due to their relation to the whole.
The theoretical value of the research is determined by:

1. The rationality of understanding the methodological individualism and
methodological holism as alternative approaches;
The analysis of the content of the integrative methodology;
Defining the essence of the methodological individualism and

complementarity of the methodological holism.

The practical value is determined by the validity of the research results for
the lecture courses of modern theories and research methods of linguistics,

structural linguistics and anthropological linguistics.

Linguistic representations of the concept of "Dream" in modern English are
used as research material. The material is obtained from the analysis of
explanatory dictionaries, samples of fiction and the data of associative

experiment.

The structure of the work comprises the introduction, chapters, sub-

chapters, conclusions, and bibliography.

The actuality and scientific novelty of the research topic are outlined in the

introduction. The research goals and tasks requisite to achieve the set goals,



theoretical and practical values of the thesis, as well as research methodology

are defined.

Chapter I - Science and Methodology — This Chapter focuses on the
identification of the peculiarities of the holistic and systemic approaches and

the key characteristics of the process of creating the whole.

Chapter II - Axiology - This Chapter discusses the theory of value and
axiology in the context of moral philosophy; the concept of "American

Dream" as the core of the American worldview is analyzed.

Chapter III - The Essence of the Integrativeness of Linguo-culturology - This
Chapter is devoted to the analysis of the results generated at the intersection
of language and culture; the essence of stability and dynamism of the linguo-
cultural concept as well as the peculiarities of synthesizing cultural

linguistics and applied ethnolinguistics are discussed.

Chapter IV - The analysis of the Concept of “Dream” in Different
Dimensions - This Chapter is devoted to the analysis of the value of the
concept of "Dream" and the specifics of its representation in the lexical-
semantic system and discourse of modern English; the analysis of the
psycholinguistic model of the concept of "Dream" in modern English,
prototype cognitive models of the concept of "Dream" in English linguistic
consciousness and the peculiarities of objectification of the concept of

"American Dream" in literary discourse are presented.
Conclusion

Modern linguistics is developing in two different and at the same time
interconnected directions, particularly: the directions of internal

differentiation and integration with other sciences.



The constructive feature of modern linguistics is the inclination towards
integrativeness. Integrative approach focuses on identifying the features of

the process of generating the new integral construct from different elements.

The integrative vector of modern linguistics is manifested in closely related
processes. In modern linguistics the boundary between disciplines is blurred
and a unified scientific worldview is created. Elements of different scientific
spaces - concepts, theories, methods - become intertwined. Integrative

research acquires an interdisciplinary orientation.

The ontological basis of the integrative approach is the principle of holism,
according to which the whole is greater than the sum of its constituent parts.
Due to the unification of different parts, something qualitatively new
emerges on each new level of integration. The newly emerged whole is not

derived from the properties of different parts.

The epistemological basis of the integrative approach is the orientation

towards the concordance considered to be the criterion of truth.

The essence of the integrative methodology is the following: the whole has
the ability to self-regulate and develop. The structure of the whole is

hierarchical. In this hierarchy, each element represents the "whole" with
respect to its parts and the "part" with respect to the larger whole. There are
not just summative but also horizontal, vertical, structural, functional and
cause-effect relations between the parts of the whole. The whole is not a
combination of discrete objects — the whole is an indivisible network of
phenomena, events, and relationships. The parts (components) of the whole

gain meaning only due to their relation to the whole.

From a procedural perspective integration takes place in several stages: in

the first stage, connections between the elements are formed, then the



boundary between them is broken. Then the elements lose their old

(individual) properties, get closer to each other and acquire new properties.

The integrativeness of linguistic knowledge is the result of functioning the
scientific principles of expansionism, anthropocentrism, exponentialism,

functionalism and cognitivism.

Expansionism in linguistics is associated with the expansion of the
boundaries of linguistic thought which provides the search for new

possibilities for the study of the object.

Expansionism is manifested in "meeting" linguistics with other sciences and
in the integration of adjacent sciences into one large scientific space. The
essence of expansionism is evident in the contrast with reductionism. The
principle of expansionism is the result of the synthesis of different sciences,
and in this case, the result of active dialogue of linguistics with other sciences
- philosophy, logic, psychology, sociology, history, science of culture,
systemology. Expansionism in linguistics implies, on the one hand, the
influence of other sciences on linguistics, and, on the other hand, the
influence of linguistics on other sciences. The principle of expansionism is
defined as the "invasion" of knowledge relevant to other sciences into the
space of linguistic thought. Today it is completely impossible to have a new

linguistic theory without integrating linguistics with other scientific spaces.

Anthropocentrism, a large-scale trend in modern scientific thought and the
core idea of modern linguistics, is realized in the context of language and

human interaction.

The principle of anthropocentrism actively enjoys the status of a basic
methodology in linguistic studies. It provides an opportunity to study the

linguistic phenomenon by considering the human factor.



As for functionalism, it focuses on identifying the functions of the research
object. The essence of language as an instrument, a tool, and a means of
realizing human intentions is at the center of the functional approach to

linguistic phenomena.

Explanatoriness is a trend in modern linguistics that aims at explaining the
specifics of the internal organization of language. The principle of
explanatoriness is realized due to functioning the principles of expansionism

and anthropocentrism.

The essence of the relationship between integral and systemic approaches is
one of the topics under discussion. The research has shown that the
controversy over these approaches is completely artificial. Integrity should
be perceived as the state of an object or event, while the interaction of
elements is characterized by systemic nature. Systematism is characteristic
of the relations. The part of the whole and the element of the system are not
considered to be identical units. The whole can function without some parts.
Meanwhile, with the destruction of the element, the system collapses. The
whole is not a simple sum of parts, but a unity of parts, a system of relations
between parts. That is why it is advisable to discuss the systemic whole. The
system implies coordinating both the relationships between functions,

connections, and elements, as well as their integrity.

A holistic approach does not always imply overcoming a structural approach.
The systemic approach is often attributed to complexity, which means
covering the entire object of study. Complexity is the result of an

interpretation of the holistic principle.

Since the complexity of any phenomenon implies its multidimensionality,
the study of such a phenomenon is reasonable only by synthesizing different
scientific spaces. It is in this synthesis that new frontiers of traditional

disciplines are expanded and formed. As a rule, original theories are created



not in the "core" of a research program, but in the "periphery" of disciplinary

knowledge, in other words, on the interdisciplinary frontiers of the science.

The research process revealed the absence of an insurmountable boundary
between the principles of methodological individualism and methodological
holism. These principles complement each other and reflect a different view
of the phenomenon. The principles of individualism and methodological
holism are applied at different stages of the research — given the specifics of

the task the researcher selects particular repertoire of principles.
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